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I. REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTES 

A handbook for principals. — There is very little educational literature which 
is prepared for the use of school principals. Much has been written for teachers 
on the methods of classroom instruction, and the problems of the superintendent 
have frequently been discussed in books on school administration. The principal 
has usually discovered his duties after an apprenticeship in the classroom and 
while he is on the way to a larger administrative position. He has not been 
treated up to this time as an officer of sufficiently distinctive character to merit 
the preparation of handbooks for his use. The book' prepared by Professor 
Finney and Inspector Schafer is interesting, therefore, as an important innovation. 

The small consolidated school is usually under the supervision of a principal 
who also exercises some of the functions of the superintendent, but the duties 
of this officer in the main are those of caring for a single building where he comes 
into very close contact with the pupils in the school. The authors of this book 
have brought together in a volume of five parts a number of general lines of dis- 
cussion which will tend to enlarge the horizon and refine the technique of such a 
school principal. 

The book opens with a treatment of the relation of schools to social activities 
of a broad type. There is a discussion of the relation of education to democracy 
and to state and federal government. This introductory section also calls 
attention to the importance of a professional spirit in the school officer which 
will make him a citizen of the general community and at the same time a special 
officer with certain functions in the community. 

The second part deals with the relations of the principal to his board, to the 
teachers in the school, and to the parents in the community. This part of the 
book is not unlike the discussions which appear in more elaborate treatises on 
the duties of the superintendent. 

The third part takes up in detail the management of the pupils. There is 
an interesting chapter on the grading system, pointing out the disadvantages 
that come from grouping children in large classes. A number of suggestions are 
made which can be followed in adapting the work of the school to individual 
needs. The second chapter of this section gives a summary of the standard tests 
which ought to be utilized in determining the quality of work done in the school. 



> Ross L. Finney and Alfred L, Schafer, The Adminhlmtion of Village and Consolidated Schools.- 
New York: Macmillan Co., 1920. Pp. xi+298. $1.60. 

711 



712 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL [May 

Subsequent chapters deal with attendance, the curriculum, health, physical 
education, and various general school activities. 

The fourth part deals with the business side of the school organization, such 
as the equipment of the plant, the management of janitorial services, and the 
keeping of records. 

A final miscellaneous part deals with such problems as opening school in the 
morning, providing suitable quarters for teachers, and training oneself for the 
professional career of a principal. 

The book is written in a style that ought to appeal to teachers and school 
officers who have not enjoyed the opportunities of an elaborate training. It will 
undoubtedly find its way into normal-school classes and will be serviceable in 
colleges of education in concentrating attention on the special field of activities 
open to the school principal. It is to be hoped that books dealing with this aspect 
of education will multiply rapidly enough to create a general literature for school 
principals. 



General introduction to education. — ^The science of education has accumulated 
enough material so that it is measurably independent of the fundamental sciences 
which used to be required of all normal-school students. At a time when there 
was nothing very definite to say about the facts of school organization and the 
possibilities of producing results by various school methods, the science of educa- 
tion consisted of a review of general psychology and of the historical facts that 
lie back of the present school organization. With the progress of experimentation 
and the development of definite conclusions with regard to methods of school 
work the general sciences have been relegated to the advanced courses and serve 
to furnish the explanations necessary to a complete understanding of the school 
situation. We may look forward to the preparation in the immediate future of 
a large number of books intended to serve as introductions to the study of educa- 
tion. These books will be written from a different point of view and will contain 
general surveys of the whole field. 

Professor Sechrist' has prepared such a general introduction. One of his 
early chapters deals with broad social facts such as illiteracy and Americanization 
of immigrant children. He also deals with the efforts of the federal government 
to subsidize education in the states and to promote the development of higher 
institutions. The third chapter treats in a very interesting way the costs in the 
different states of conducting schools of various grades. The fourth chapter has 
to do with child labor, reviewing the legislation which has been attempted and 
the effects of this legislation. Following these introductory chapters there is a 
discussion of the material equipment of the school and the psychological charac- 
teristics of children. One especially interesting chapter deals with the question 
why children are dull and reviews the medical facts which come out in inspections 
of school children. There are chapters of a psychological type and suggestions 
throughout of the possibilities of standardizing the work of the school in a scien- 
tific way. 
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